
City of Bentley 
Council Meeting Minutes 
City Hall 
 
April 8, 2021 
7:00 PM 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Governing Body & Staff in Attendance – Rex Satterthwaite, Shannon Koehn, Toyia Bulla, Reba Lee, 
Martin Cranford, James Roberts, Brad Jantz, Belinda Nelson, Darren Woodson, Tim Bryan, Paul Wulff 
 
Paul Wulff – Spoke to council and gave his gratitude to the city for their understanding with his time and 
his circumstances.  Paul Wulff will not be attending the Fire training that will be held on April 24, 2021 at 
City Hall due to his wife’s memorial service that day. Mayor Satterthwaite said he has known Paul for 
years and the things he has done for this town, and the town should be grateful for him.  Cranford also 
said he and his wife will miss the Fire Dept dinners when Patty would be there; she was a great woman.  
Roberts said that Patty had sewed their names into some towels for a wedding gift.  Paul Wulff 
concluded with a thank you. 
 
Consent Agenda  
Bulla had a correction on 03.22.2021 minutes under all three paragraphs under executive session, as the 
words before “Bulla made a motion…” are repetitive.  She requested a change to strike everything 
before “Bulla made a motion”. Lee said she had spokento Nelson regarding Park & Rec in the amount of 
$43.49 it should not be on that account it came out of the other Park & Rec account; it was a transaction 
that was made in November 2020.  Koehn said that in the March 25, 2021 minutes under insurance that 
the name Zurr is spelled Zerr. 
Koehn made a motion to accept the consent agenda with changes, seconded by Bulla, passed 5-0. 
 
Martin Cranford 
Camper –Cranford received a violation letter regarding someone living in a camper in his driveway.  
Cranford stated he ran into a situation that he should have been building his house already, but he is 
having some problems with the builder and the person buying his current house sold his house faster 
than he thought and the buyer had nowhere to go. Cranford asked Council if the buyer could stay in the 
camper in his driveway until Cranford’s house gets built. Cranford said it would take 5-6 months.  Brad 
Jantz said that a regular permit for this could only be for 10 days per ordinance 286.  Brad Jantz stated 
that the only way that council can make a motion for the ninety days is to suspend the existing 
ordinance.  Koehn made a motion to suspend the requirements to the existing ordinance 286 as it 
pertains to Martin Cranford and the camper that is at his residence to be reviewed at the July 8th council 
meeting, seconded by Bulla, passed 4-0. 
 
Debit Cards 
Nelson requested approval for debit cards for department heads only –Koehn supports the idea of all 
departments having their own debit card and it allows more accountability for everyone’s transactions.  
Koehn asked Nelson to find out what the spending limits are on the debit cards. Koehn also asked 
Nelson to have the spending limits on the debit cards set at $500.Koehn made a motion to approve 
acquiring debit cards for all department heads, seconded by Bulla, passed 5-0. 
 



Direct Deposit 
Koehn asked Nelson to look into what the fees would be for direct deposit for employees.  Tabled until 
next meeting. 
 
Police Department 
Chief Bryan said it was an honor to be invited to and be a part of the ceremony for the family of Deputy 
Kunze who died in the line of duty a few years ago to see them receive the congressional badge of 
bravery.  Upcoming events- coffee with cops will be later this month on the 23rd, and the Saturday after 
will be the drug take back day on the south side of City Hall.  On May 8th in the council chambers the 
carry and conceal class will be held; cost will be $85 and 100% of that will go to the Police training fund.  
Chief Bryan said he would like to have training for the Police Reserve officers and when called out to 
investigate ordinance issues; Chief, Welch or Harris will be there to help train.  Koehn said she would be 
100% in support of this, she also said that with this extra load and responsibility the city might look into 
an increase in pay. Bulla said that additional pay can be discussed at budget time.  Bulla made a motion 
to allow the Bentley Police Dept to enforce ordinances effective immediately, seconded by Koehn, 
passed 5-0. 
Access to the trails-- someone told chief Bryan that someone has been camping on the trails.  Chief 
Bryan asked council to think about if they would allow overnight camping.  Chief Bryan is just needing to 
know what to put on the signs that will be placed on the trails; he also said that if they do allow camping 
then they would need to allow campfires, but these are things council needs to think about when 
making the signs for the trails.  Chief Bryan is also asking about allowing horses on the trails also.   
 
Parks & Rec 
Mowing the Park – Jantz said that the park is city property,and therefore the city should be mowing it.   
He also said if the city would like for him to write up a policy regarding that he would.  Koehn stated that 
the mowing is a part of the city property and part of city mowing but as far as spraying and reseeding 
the extra expenditures need to built into the parks & rec budget if it is above and beyond city 
maintenance.  Lee asked council whose responsibility is it to keep up on the park and Jantz and Koehn 
said that that would fall under public works.  Lee asked council if she could have her volunteers be put 
on the City insurance policy so Park & Rec committee members can use the mowers.  Jantz said that 
they need to be over the age of 18 if they are being compensated and Lee said she can pay her 
volunteers to help mow if it is too much for public works to handle.  Woodson stated that he doesn’t 
have a problem with that as long as they coordinate with him because he is responsible for the 
equipment, but that they don’t have time to do the mowing Bulla said that maybe it would be a good 
idea to do a time study, Woodson said it would be hard to do a time study with the work they do.  
Koehn said if public works could project out the summer months and build a case to bring to city council 
to show that public works would need temp help.Koehn said they just want to weigh all the options. 
Lee said that there is a lot of trash at the trails and asked council to look into getting a trash can for the 
trails.  Koehn said that the city had an option for people who owe court fees; they could come and pick 
up trash and Chief Bryan said that the reserves could go out and check on the trails as well.  Cranford 
said he could donate metal drums for trash cans.   
 
Public Works 
Woodson stated that public works emptied the trailer to recycling and received a check for $115 which 
is going to streets and highways fund. Woodson said that a house on Devinshire has been digging a hole 
and have extra dirt available north of them which is on city property.  We will be accessing that dirt for 
fill for the sewer line repair. Bulla asked if there anything about the sewer repair that will affect the 
nearby neighbors, and Woodson said no that it is just the sewer, and no water will be affected.   



Woodson stated that new exit signs have been installed throughout the building.  Two have been 
installed at the senior center.  
 Woodson said that he spoke with Joe at the township and talked about a couple of pieces of corrugated 
culvert sitting at the triangle they would like to place across from the pass- through at and cover the 
west end of the retention pond to give them a little more room around their building.  The culvert will 
take away the wash out.   
Woodson said that at the triangle we have stored some concrete culvert that is old, and we have a 
resident in town and wants it to increase the width of their driveway. If the council wanted to donate or 
ask for a small amount, he would be more than willing to let them have it, as the city has no use for it, 
and it is a perfect match to the residents existing culvert.  Koehn said if the city has no use for it, she 
does not have a problem getting rid of it and would not feel they need to charge for it.  
Woodson said he is looking into getting on the schedule for crack sealing.  
Cranford spoke about the maintenance on city equipment.  Cranford said he would like clarification on 
what the city maintains and what the equipment companies maintain. Woodson said all of the 
generators are maintained by the city. Woodson said both lift stations and north pump station are all 
under contract with Cat and the John Deere. The City truck is maintained through Mel Hambelton.  Chief 
Bryan said that the police vehicle is maintained through Westlink Auto.  The cat backhoeis maintained 
for it’s life with Cat Products.  The leased mower since it is on a lease the company maintains it.  
Cranford asked Woodson to put on his spreadsheet the dates of when the cities equipment has been 
maintained.  
 
Reserve A trails – Koehn wants council to think about what everyone would like the trails to be.  Koehn 
would like the question of what the community wants to see done with the trails asked on social media.  
 
Burn site schedule  
Cranford agreed to take April at the burn site, Bulla will take May, Koehn will take June, Roberts will take 
July (tentatively), Satterthwaite will take August.  
 
The Mayor will be absent April 9-11th 
Roberts made a motion that council give Koehn, council president, approval to make any executive 
decisions during his absence as needed, seconded by Cranford, passed 5-0. 
 
Storage room for public works.  Koehn proposed getting estimates on building storage at the triangle. 
Woodson said that for future that it would be good to possibly downsize the equipment.  
 
Adjourn 
Koehn made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Roberts, passed 5-0. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


